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DETAILED ACTION 

This is the initial Office action based on the 10/736,293 application filed 
December 16, 2003. Claims 1-13, as originally filed are currently pending and 
have become considered below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1 . 35 U.S.C. 1 01 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claims 1-4 and 13 do not 
fall within at least one of the four statutory categories of patent eligible subject 
matter; rather what the applicant has disclosed within these claims is interpreted 
as being software per se. 

Claims 1-13 fall under a judicial exception, an abstract idea, and are not 
directed to a practical application of such a judicial exception because they fail to 
produce a tangible result. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 

Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 
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2. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by Fredell et al. (hereinafter Fredell), U.S. PGPUB NO.: US 
2001/0028364 A1. 

Fredell teaches: 

Claim 1: 

A discussion forum resource comprising (Par. 108; reads on 
the limitation of a discussion forum): at least one topic thread 
disposed in the discussion resource forum and created for 
externally sourced content in the discussion forum resource (Figure 
1 & Par. 2 Lines 1-10 & Par. 122); and, a data aggregator coupled 
to said at least one topic thread and configured to manage said 
externally sourced content in said at least one topic thread (Figure 
1 & Par. 2 & Par. 107). 
Claim 2: 

The discussion forum resource of claini 1 , wherein said 
externally sourced content comprise data selected from the group 
consisting of text, audio, imagery and video (Figure 2 & 3 & Par. 43 
Lines 11-15). 
Claim 3: 

The discussion forum resource of claim 1, wherein said 
externally sourced content comprise postings for another 
discussion forum resource (Figure 4 & Par. 36 Lines 7-9 & Par. 37 
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Lines 9-13 & Par. 109; reads on the limitation of alternate 
discussion forums). 
Claim 4: 

The discussion forum resource of claim 3, wherein said data 
aggregator further comprises a configuration for writing responsive 
postings in said at least one topic thread disposed in the discussion 
forum resource to said another discussion forum resource (Figure 1 
& 4 & Par. 36 Lines 7-9 & Par. 37 Lines 9-13 & Par. 109 & Par. 
107-1 10; reads on the limitation of alternate discussion forums and 
being able to write to them). 
Claim 5: 

A discussion forum management method comprising the 
steps of (Par.108; reads on the limitation of a discussion forum): 
receiving externally sourced data for posting in a discussion forum 
resource (Figure 1 & Par. 2 Lines 1-10 & Par. 122); creating a new 
topic thread for said externally sourced data (Figure 4 & Par. 1 14; 
reads on the limitation of new topic threads); and, permitting 
responsive postings to said externally sourced data in said new 
topic thread (Par. 110). 
Claim 6: 

The method of claim 5, further comprising the steps of: 
determining whether subsequently received postings are 
responsive postings which relate to said externally sourced data; 
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and, posting said subsequently received postings to said external 
data source if it is determined that said subsequently received 
postings are responsive postings which relate to said externally 
sourced data (Par. 1 1 Lines 5-20 & Par. 1 10; it is inherent that in 
order for the invention to provide notifications when a response is 
issued it would have to be able to determine whether the received 
posting is a responsive posting or not). 
Claim 7: 

The method of claim 5, wherein said externally sourced data 
comprises data selected from the group consisting of text, audio, 
imagery and video (Figure 2 & 3 & Par. 43 Lines 1 1-15). 
Claim 8: 

The method of claim 5, wherein said externally sourced data 
comprises postings for another discussion forum resource (Figure 4 
& Par. 36 Lines 7-9 & Par. 37 Lines 9-13 & Par. 109; reads on the 
limitation of alternate discussion forums). 
Claim 9: 

A machine readable storage having stored thereon a 
computer program for discussion forum management (Par. 108; 
reads on the limitation of a discussion forum), the computer 
program comprising a routine set of instructions which when 
executed by a machine cause the machine to perform the steps of: 
receiving externally sourced data for posting in a discussion forum 
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resource (Figure 1 & Par. 2 Lines 1-10 & Par. 122); creating a new 
topic tliread for said externally sourced data (Figure 4 & Par. 1 14; 
reads on the limitation of new topic threads); and, permitting 
responsive postings to said externally sourced data in said new 
topic thread (Par. 110). 
Claim 10: 

The machine readable storage of claim 9, further comprising 
the steps of: determining whether subsequently received postings 
are responsive postings which relate to said externally sourced 
data; and, posting said subsequently received postings to said 
external data source if it is determined that said subsequently 
received postings are responsive postings which relate to said 
externally sourced data (Par. 1 1 Lines 5-20 & Par.1 10; it is inherent 
that in order for the invention to provide notifications when a 
response is issued it would have to be able to determine whether 
the received posting is a responsive posting or not). 
Claim 11: 

The machine readable storage of claim 9, wherein said 
externally sourced data comprises data selected from the group 
consisting of text, audio, imagery and video (Figure 2 & 3 & Par. 43 
Lines 11-15). 
Claim 12: 
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The machine readable storage of claim 9, wherein said 
externally sourced data comprises postings for another discussion 
forum resource (Figure 4 & Par. 36 Lines 7-9 & Par. 37 Lines 9-13 
& Par. 109; reads on the limitation of alternate discussion fomms). 
Claim 13: 

A collaborative environment configured to include external 
data sources in a discussion forum resource comprising: at least 
two discussion forum resources coupled to each other (Figure 4 & 
Par. 36 Lines 7-9 & Par. 37 Lines 9-13 & Par. 109; reads on the 
limitation of alternate/multiple discussion forums); and, a data 
aggregator disposed between said at least two discussion forum 
resources (Figure 1 & Par. 114; reads on the limitation of there 
being a data aggregator) and configured to synchronize postings 
related to one another in said at least two discussion forum 
resources (Par. 1 10 & 120 & 121 ; the limitation of synchronization 
is inherent when notifications are made available upon cue). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Maceeh Anwari whose telephone number is 
571-272-7591 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30- 
5:00 PM ES. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Joe Del Sole can be reached on 571-272-1130. The fax 
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phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is . 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




